taining fifteen pages of extract from a diary of a patient is not particularly contributory.
It is doubtful whether Dr. Ey's theories regarding hallucinations will find acceptance, but his original way of approaching and dissecting psychiatry is intellectually stimulating and makes one ponder a number of problems which are presented in a new perspective. In addition, there are many entertaining pearls in this book, which also contains a wealth of information of historical interest. It is also a monument, probably the last treatise written. Unfortunately, in order to arrive at the meat which this book contains (and which paradoxically was accumulated by Dr. Ey to prove points which the reader is going to appreciate the least) one has to struggle with a text of one-and-a-half thousand pages written in excellent French, but in a ponderous, Germanic-like manner. Dr. Ey's love of neologisms makes the reading even more difficult and it is certainly not a book for leisurely reading. It can be used as a reference source but even this is not an easy task, and extreme concentration is required.
Since in his work Dr. Ey goes beyond discussion of hallucinations into other areas of psychopathology, a comparison between this work and Jasper's General Psychopathology written sixty years earlier comes to mind. Of the two, Jasper's work is more easily used as a reference text. In addition, it is more reliable. In Dr. Ey's work it is hard to separate facts from interpretations.
I am purposely abstaining from going more deeply into the book's contents since I do not know how to translate Dr. Ey's original ideas without obscurity.
The quality of paper used is excellent and only slightly glossy, without reflecting light. This, together with the attractive covers, makes the book pleasant to the eye. The alphabetical index of eleven pages is sufficient, particularly in view of the detailed The last part of this book (pp. 167-228) and also many other statistical analyses dispersed throughout, give the impression of a maze of tangentially set strings with the intention of defining the "Contemporary attitudes toward mental illness". This is the most laborious part of their study and the authors must be congratulated on their energy and perseverance. At the beginning of the book the central issue is the question of "rejection of the mentally sick", and its eventual replacement by a theory of acceptance (p. 163). Starting with a statistical study of "Public identification of mentally ill", the authors analysed 'negative stereotypes', the problem of 'social distance', of 'the structure of social response to the mentally ill', the 'nature of acceptance', 'the behavioral [?] acceptance of mental illness', and 'the theory of rejection' as the last chapter before stepping 'Beyond the Data'. This chapter shows the weaknesses of the whole study and its limitations -confusion of terms; is rejection identical with punishment, or 'punitive attitudes'? Even the word rejection is used in several ways (see p. 131/132: Rejection in theory, versus actual rejection and what is 'realistically negative'? p. 157).
For the studied group (the UAW) "it is no longer necessary -if indeed it ever was -to punish a person's symptoms of actual illness as a means of maintaining social order" (p. 149) because" ... their working situation is not so much the result of individual achievement as it is due to the process of collective bargaining ... " (p. 147). This puts the whole of 'mental illness' in a new perspective which the authors rather interestingly discuss but it may put certain limitations on the conclusions to be drawn.
This last 'metaphysical chapter' (which was not finishedsee p. 163) demonstrates clearly that besides social scientists and mental health professionals a philosopher is required to make the formulations clearer and more circumspect. This division of the book lacks impact as there are twenty-one short chapters ranging broadly across the horizon of group psychotherapy. As the title implies, these are mainly reflections on various aspects of group psychotherapy, and have an essaylike quality as they touch upon classical literature, philosophy and current events, as well as psychiatric and psychoanalytic writings. In many ways, these chapters read as separate papers on group-analytic psychotherapy, in that they give considerable insight into Abse's thoughts on these topics.
While the book is sensitive and interesting, it is not a definitive textbook on group-analysis. This reviewer is left with the impression that prerequisites for appreciating the book include also 
